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Look at the progress we’re making in the Mid-
dle East, even in the face of the terrible murder
of that young Israeli soldier. Look at the
progress in Northern Ireland. Look at the
progress in South Africa. Look at the fact that
all these heads of democratically elected nations
are coming here to south Florida to the Summit
of the Americas and they want to build a new
future with us. This is a wonderful time to be
alive and to be seizing this incredible array of
opportunities.

And what we have to do is just simply to
say in the next month: We have thought about
this; we have seen it. We have a path to the
future that is working and a ticket to the past
that didn’t work the first time. We will take
what works and say no thank you to people
who want to play on our fears, divide us against
one another. While the Democrats are seeking
to empower people in the new direction we

are seeking, they just want to grab power. We’re
going to say, no thank you, let’s build tomorrow
and make it better than today.

Thank you very much, and God bless you
all.

I want you to clap one more time for Bob
Graham. This is a plaque which recognizes the
fact that he has done a much better job than
anybody who ever held this job before him.
And you’ve already heard that this is the first
time we’ve ever been able to give the maximum
contribution to 19 of our Senate Democratic
candidates. And it’s because, like everything else
he ever did, Bob Graham got the job done.
Thank you very much. [Applause]

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din-
ner hosts Hugh and Carol Westbrook and Florida
senatorial candidate Hugh Rodham.

Remarks on the Return of the United States Delegation to Haiti
October 16, 1994

Good afternoon. Secretary Christopher, Mr.
Gray, distinguished members of Congress, and
members of the delegation who went to Haiti.
Let me welcome you back to the United States
from your historic trip. We are here today to
continue this remarkable celebration of freedom
over fear that all of you witnessed yesterday
in Port-au-Prince and here to look ahead to
the hard work the people of Haiti now have
to do in order to rebuild their nation.

But first let me say a few words about the
situation this morning in the Persian Gulf. I
was pleased that the United Nations Security
Council yesterday passed a very strong resolu-
tion and unanimously condemned the recent
provocative actions by Iraq near its border with
Kuwait. The Security Council resolution makes
clear that the international community will not
allow Iraq to threaten its neighbors or to intimi-
date the United Nations as it ensures that Iraq
does not again possess weapons of mass destruc-
tion.

The message is clear: Iraq must complete its
withdrawal. It must not threaten its neighbors
in the future. It must comply with all relevant
Security Council resolutions. The troops, ships,

and attack aircraft I have ordered to the Gulf
area will continue to remain there until the crisis
passes.

As our troops in the Gulf are helping to en-
force the will of the international community,
our young men and women in uniform in Haiti
are doing so as well. And as all of you saw
yesterday, they’re doing so in a brilliant fashion.
When we sent our armed forces to Haiti just
4 weeks ago, their mission was to pave the way
for President Aristide’s return. Yesterday that
mission was completed, as the President re-
turned home in joyous atmosphere that we all
watched so happily from here. Now Haiti is
a nation where violence is down and the Par-
liament is back, a nation where men and women
freely chosen by the Haitian people are once
again leading their country, where a long night
of fear is giving way to a new day of promise.

A few moments ago, I was briefed by Sec-
retary Christopher and Bill Gray on yesterday’s
events. I asked a lot of questions about what
happened and what would happen in the future.
But let me just say, yesterday I was moved—
as I know all of you were, even more moved
being there on the ground—by the incredible
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sight of President Aristide addressing the people
from the Presidential Palace and saying again
and again, ‘‘No to violence, no to retribution,
yes to peace, yes to reconciliation.’’

We know there is a long road ahead, that
dangers still remain. Now that the democratic
government has been restored, it must be nour-
ished, and the country must be rebuilt. Many
nations around the world are already pledging
to do their part, starting with a $550 million
reconstruction and recovery fund to provide hu-
manitarian relief, development assistance, and
support for democratic institutions. The United
States will work with these countries, with the
international financial institutions, with private
organizations, all together, over the next several
months to make sure this work succeeds.

In the end, of course, only the people of
Haiti can rebuild their country. They have wait-
ed a long time for the chance to do so. Now,
thanks to the efforts of the men and women
of our Armed Forces, those of our coalition
partners, and the supporters of freedom, they
are being given the chance to do it.

Several of you have commented on the freshly
painted signs you noticed in Port-au-Prince. I
understand that the most popular one had three
words: ‘‘Thank you, America.’’ So let me con-

clude by saying a few thank-yous. Thank you
to all of you who worked so long and hard
to help to put Haiti back on the track to democ-
racy. As he ends his mission, let me say a special
word of thanks to Bill Gray, who at a critical
time brought energy, focus, credibility, and great
skill to this task. Thank you, sir. Thank you
to the men and women of our Armed Forces
and their families, from General Shelton to
every last enlisted man and woman who are
there. All of them are the power behind our
diplomacy. Thank you to the nations from our
hemisphere who have worked with us and those
beyond our hemisphere who have worked with
us on this project. Thank you to the people
of our country who time and again have been
willing to stand up for others because it is the
right thing to do. And finally, thank you to Presi-
dent Aristide and the freedom-loving people of
Haiti who never gave in to despair and who
today stand in the warm, bright sunshine of
freedom. Thank you all.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. at the
North Portico of the West Wing at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to Special Ad-
viser on Haiti William H. Gray III.

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters on the Israel-Jordan
Peace Treaty at Andrews Air Force Base, Maryland
October 17, 1994

The President. I’m delighted by the announce-
ment from Amman today that King Hussein and
Prime Minister Rabin have reached agreement
on the text of an Israel-Jordan peace treaty.
These two visionary leaders today resolved that
their nations should henceforth live in peace
and as good neighbors.

This was an extraordinary achievement; it
must be welcomed by the friends of peace all
around the world. At a time when hatred and
extremism and threatening behaviors still stalk
the Middle East, this agreement reminds us that
moderation and reason are prevailing, that na-
tions can put conflict behind them, that coura-
geous statesmen can lead their people to peace.

On behalf of the United States and all the
American people, I congratulate Prime Minister

Rabin and King Hussein and, even more, the
people of Israel and the people of Jordan. To-
gether they are embarking on a journey, a jour-
ney of peace that will bring a bright future
for generations to come. The United States has
stood by them and worked with them, and we
will stand by them every step of the way.

Thank you very much.
Q. Are you going to the Middle East, sir,

if a peace treaty is signed there?
The President. I have nothing to say about

that yet.
Q. Does it sound a good omen for Syria,

the talks with Syria?
The President. I think it is very good. We’re

continuing to work there, and we’re encouraged.
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